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Culture in Psychology: A Renewed Encounter of Inquisitive Minds

Psychology, Economics and Culture: Different pathways

The evolution of Psychology over time

Culture as a linguistic factor in Humanities

produce hyperempirical work using methods that do not consider substantive innovation, even after having learned to insert the

word culture into politically correct locations in its various texts. In this sense, the fate of culture in contemporary psychology

continues to be that of up-and-coming novice who tries to get its powerful parents to accommodate to its needs.

Cultural psychology is being sculpted in a variety of versions—all unified by the use of the word culture (Boesch, 1991;

Cole, 1996, Shweder, 1990). That may be where its unity ends, giving rise to a varied set of perspectives that only partially link

with one another. This may be confusing for those who try to present cultural psychology as a monolithic discipline—but it is

certainly good for the development of new perspectives. Heterogeneity of a discipline breeds innovation—whereas

homogenization kills it. History of psychology gives us many examples of originally innovative perspectives turning into

established “theories or systems”—and becoming followed through sets of imperatives rather than creating innovations.

Psychology has suffered from too many consensual fixations of the “right” methods in the last half-century (Toomela, 2007a),

rendering its innovative potentials mute. Cultural psychology as a new direction entails an effort to un-mute the discipline. It is

helped by the appeal—and uncertainty—of the label culture.

Vagueness in Science and its Functions

We know that culture's journey into psychology has already been in the making for more than two centuries (Jahoda, 1993,

2011). Such slow movement results from projection of social values into the term—culture is not a neutral term. It is suspect—and

appealing—at the same time. Its appealing label feeds into the advancement of various streams of thought in the social sciences

(Rohner, 1984; Sinha, 1996), and the constructive openness in using it as an intellectual catalyst in psychology continues.

Although it is well-known (Valsiner, 2001, 2004a) that the term culture is vague, as it has been proven indefinable, yet its

functional role in public discourse has been growing steadily. Vagueness of a concept need not be an obstacle in scientific

knowledge-building (many terms in many sciences are) and are kept vague, so as to enhance their generative potential

(Löwy, 1992). As Löwy has explained:

The long-term survival of imprecise terms points to an important heuristic role. Adopting an over-precise definition may jeopardize

a promising study, while maintaining a poorly defined concept may propel fruitful research. Imprecise terms may also facilitate the

study of phenomena that share some, yet poorly defined, characteristics, and that may help link distinct disciplinary approaches.

The fluidity of terms at times of conceptual change makes retrospective discovery accounts especially problematic. Discoverers

tend to attribute a later, fixed meaning and imprecise, fluid terms current at the time of the discovery. (Löwy, 1990, p. 89)

 

The fate of culture in psychology and anthropology fits Löwy's point well. Since the 1990s, we have seen the acceptance of the

term by psychologists, who pride themselves in its vagueness and make it useful in various ways. In contrast, cultural

anthropologists can be seen refusing to use it at all! Culture as a term becomes useless in anthropology, whereas it is becoming

useful in psychology!

Psychology Is Becoming Global

Globalization in a science—like in economics and society—is an ambiguous process. It brings with it emergence of new

opportunities together with the demise of old (and “safe”) practices. The immediate result of globalization is the increase of

“sudden contacts” between varied persons of different backgrounds—with all that such contact implies (Moghaddam, 2006). If

“culture” is viewed in terms of a “container” (Fig. I.1A) that implies selective “border controls,” segregation of immigrants into “we

〈〉they” categories, and emphasis (p. 8) on acculturation (Rudmin, 2010). If, in contrast, “culture” under globalization is seen as a

tool (Fig. I.1B) it is the issue of relating to one's next-door neighbor—with both positive (mutual learning and support from one

another) and negative (frictions and open conflicts over trivial local issues) that come into our focus of observation.

Science also has to learn to tolerate its often less affluent but better educated neighbor. Any casual reading of leading science

journals, which may be published in North America or Europe, reveals the enormous mixture of the home countries of the

scientists. People from all continents collaborate in the solving of crucial scientific problems. Not surprisingly, together with the

move toward international economic interdependence comes internationalization of sciences. Like other sciences psychology is

no longer dominated by few (North American or European) models of “doing science” in that area. Instead, creative solutions to

complex problems emerge from the “developing world,” where the whole range of the variety of cultural phenomena guarantees

the potential richness of psychology.
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B. 

C. 
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A relação da psicologia e cultura, bem como as respectivas aplicações.

O fato da cultura ser um elemento polissêmico .

Como a psicologia cultural oferece ferramentas para interpretar as fake news.

Um breve panaroma histórico dos estudos entre psicologia e cultura.

Q: 2 O texto debate vários temas, exceto: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Foi incipiente, incompleta e falha.

Contou com a resistênca das correntes mais tradicionais da Psicologia

Desponta como a terceira vez na história da Psicologia em trazer esse debate. 

Apesar de ter encontrado acolhimento pela Psicologia, não avançou no ambiente acadêmico.

Q: 3 De acordo com o texto, o esforço de unir a psicologia à cultura durante os anos de 1990:

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Culturas Estrangeiras

Culturas Estranhas

Estrangeirismos culturais

Estrangeiros culturais

Q: 4 No excerto abaixo,

All this is supported by real-life social changes. It is as if the globalizing movement of people across country boundaries brings

“cultural foreigners” to be next-door neighbors. 

A melhor tradução para “cultural foreigners” é: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

É uma das razões para se justificar os esforços em ligar a psicologia à cultura.

É uma crítica ao estudo superficial da cultura

É um apelo contra esteriótipos nos temas culturais

É uma reflexão sobre como os países e nacionalidades influenciam os valores culturais.

Q: 5 Sobre o excerto abaixo: 

Second, it is the rapid movement—of messages and people—that renders the former images of homogeneous classes that

dominated cross-cultural psychology either moot or problematic. The tradition of comparing societies (i.e., countries, re-labeled

as “cultures”—e.g., of “the Mexicans” or “the Germans”)—which has been accepted practice in cross-cultural psychology—loses

its epistemological value. Empirical comparisons of the averages of samples “from different cultures” (i.e., countries) can bring

out interesting starting data for further analysis by cultural psychology.
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A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

É um processo seguro e contínuo

É um processo inerente às Humanidades

É um processo ambíguo

É um processo antigo e antiquado.

Q: 6 Sobre a globalização, o autor assevera que: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Defender que a visão da História ao desconsiderar a Psicologia é insuficiente e míope.

Provocar uma crítica quanto ao olhar míope da Psicologia quanto a algumas fenômenos da vida humana.

Criticar as correntes da Psicologia que passaram a investir no estudo de fomes, guerras, epidemais, religião,

preconceito, negociações políticas e migração.

Refletir sobre qual é o papel da Psicologia frente ao mundo contemporâneo.

Q: 7 Ao afirmar "Historical myopia of a discipline has dire consequences. Psychology of the last century turned out to be mute when

basic human life phenomena—famines, wars, epidemics, religious piety and prejudice, political negotiations, and migration—have

been concerned.",  o autor tem como objetivo: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Para apresentar as disciplinas das Humanidades que tematizam a cultura

Para introduzir uma revisão sobre a história da Psicologia

Para defender que o debate da cultura deve ser prioritariamente da Psicologia

Para questionar o conceito de cultura ao longo do tempo

Q: 8 O texto cita os seguintes autores - Holland, 2010; Obeyesekere, 2005, 2010; Skinner, Pach, & Holland, 1998; Rasmussen, 2011

e Kharlamov, 2012 com o seguinte objetivo: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Cultura de recepção em detrimento à cultura ferramental

Cultura como conteúdo em oposição às ferramentas

Cultura receptiva em oposição às ferramentas da cultura

Cultura como um "recipiente" em oposição a uma "ferramenta"

Q: 9 A melhor tradução para a expressão:  "Culture As a “Container” as Opposed to a “Tool”:

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

O destino da cultura na psicologia contemporânea parece ser fadado a lutas constantes contra velhas

correntes e pensamentos tradicionais.

Cultura é uma palavra díficil para se empreegada cientificamente. Daí, apenas a visão semiótica poderá

fornecer ferramentas de compreensão.

Só é possível compreender a cultura através do multiculturalismo e das práticas culturais.

Cultura é, em certo sentido, uma palavra mágica - positiva em conotações, mas difícil de identificar em

qualquer ciência que tente usá-la como seu termo central

Q: 10 Sobre a terminologia da palavra cultura, o autor afirma que: 
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A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

é a simples afirmação: "Eu quero 〈X〉!"

é a possibilidade de pensar culturalmente

é a aceitação da diferença e da tolerância

é sensação de insatisfação constante

Q: 11 De acordo com o texto, qual a  invenção cultural mais importante da psique humana?

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Propagation / Point

expansion / debate

Spread / conversation

inclusion / discussion

Q: 12 No seguinte trecho:

Of course the proliferation of the notion of culture in the social sciences is no issue of science only. 

Os termos em destaque podem ser substituídos pelos seguintes vocábulos sem prejuízo semântico: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

A psicologia é neutra no seu contexto de existência social

A psicologia não é neutra em seu contexto de existência social

O progresso da psicologia é afetado constantemente por tendências diversas

A relevância dos obstáculos conceituais transcedem a própria Psicologia Cultural.

Q: 13 Das informações contidas no trecho "The Obstacles to innovation", pode-se afirmar o seguinte, exceto: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Cultural forms

Globalization

Psychology

Cultural shock

Q: 14 Quais dos léxicos a seguir NÃO podem ser considerados palavras-chave para o texto lido?
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A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Out of these experiments in hypnosis, and in collaboration with his colleague Josef Breuer, Freud developed a

new kind of psychological treatment based on the patient talking about whatever came to mind – memories,

dreams, thoughts, emotions – and then analysing that information in order to relieve the patient’s symptoms. He

would later call this process ‘free association’. Early forays into this new ‘talking cure’ by Breuer and Freud

yielded promising results (notably in the famous case of ‘Anna O.’) A year before marrying his fiancée Martha

Bernays, Freud published Studies on Hysteria (1895) with Breuer, the first ever ‘psychoanalytic’ work. In this

book, Freud and Breuer described their theory that the symptoms of hysteria were symbolic representations of

traumatic, and often sexual, memories.

Mass psychology, also termed as mob psychology or crowd psychology, studies how your behavior is

influenced by large groups of people. During the contagion phase, the general ideas and emotions of the crowd

are followed. For instance, the mood of each student is greatly affected by the dynamics of the class.

Core knowledge is rooted in psychology and education and includes knowledge of psychoeducational

assessment and diagnosis, intervention, prevention, health promotion, and program development focusing on

children and youth development with the context of schools, families and other systems. Knowledge of cultural

contexts to address culturally or linguistically diverse individuals, and in learning and effective instruction, and

family and parenting processes are critical.

This introductory chapter outlines the historical picture of the recent interest in the linking of culture and

psychology, as well as the conceptual obstacles that have stood on the way of re-introducing complexity of

human psychological functions—higher cultural forms—to psychological research practices. The avoidance of

complex and dynamic phenomena (affective processes in feeling, religious sentiments that take the form of

values, and of the high varieties of cultural forms displayed all over the World) has limited psychology's

knowledge creation. In the past two decades, with the emergence of cultural psychology at the intersection of

developmental, educational, and social psychologies and their linking with cultural anthropology, sociology, and

history, we have observed a renewed effort to build an interdisciplinary synthesis of ideas. This takes place in

the wider social context of the globalizing world. Psychology needs culture to make sense of the human lives.

Q: 15 A opção que apresenta o resumo (abstract) mais adequado para o texto lido é: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

que o termo cultura é vago, como se provou indefinível, mas seu papel funcional no discurso público tem

crescido continuamente.

A imprecisão de um conceito acaba se tornando ser um obstáculo na construção do conhecimento científico

O termo cultura continuará sendo vago e impreciso, contudo ncessário.

Que o termo cultura é apenas vago para o senso comum.

Q: 16 Sobre a imprecisão do termo "Cultura" na seção "Vagueness in Science and its Functions", o autor afirma que: 
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